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TERRIFYING DEBUT “ECO-THRILLER” EXPOSES PHARMA INDUSTRY WORK IN THE RAINFORESTS
München, Deutschland, July 1, 2007 - PHARMA, the debut novel by Rip Gerber, will be launched by Heyne/Random House in Germany this month.  Markus Naegele, editor for Heyne, announced the highly anticipated publication today.  “Rip Gerber has written the most compelling ecological thriller of our time,” Naegele said.  “PHARMA is a gripping thriller and a fascinating window into the drug industry.  After reading PHARMA, you will never look at plants the same way again.”  Joe Veltre, of the Artists Literary Group, said of PHARMA:  “Gerber has gone beyond the standard thriller and presented science that makes you stop and think, with the most irresistibly brilliant and disturbing characters.”

PHARMA details a race against escalating biological terror, as pharmaceutical scientists struggle to contain a plant parasite that is rapidly spreading across Brazil.  From the depths of the Amazon rainforest to the boardrooms of the healthcare conglomerates, PHARMA unfolds at a dizzying pace, as an engineer, a scientist and a computer hacking teenager find themselves in the path of an unspeakable plague: a natural evolution resulting from mankind’s careless tinkering with Mother Nature.  But this time, science may not prevail. 

PHARMA is a page-turner of intricate plot twists and eye-popping science that keeps you rooted to the end; it will forever change how you think about the environment.
The author is a former biochemical engineer and technologist. He began his career at the Central Intelligence Agency, categorizing Soviet newspapers and evaluating recruits in the Psychological Assessment Division. He designed Firestone’s first chromatic polyethylene manufacturing plant, launched the financial industry’s first online credit card application while at American Express, ran global marketing divisions for two advertising agencies and served as Chief Marketing Officer for two public software companies. He received his biochemical degree from the University of Virginia and his Masters from Harvard Business School.  Rip lives in California.  Visit the author’s website at www.pharmathriller.de
Heyne is a division of Random House, Inc. 
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Random House, the world’s largest trade book publisher, publishes many of the foremost and most popular fiction and nonfiction authors in hardcover, trade and mass market paperback, audio, electronic, digital, and other formats. 

Random House, Inc. (www.randomhouse.com) is the U.S. division of Random House, the book division of Bertelsmann AG, one of the world’s leading media companies. Books published by Random House, Inc. have won more than fifty Nobel Prizes, as well as dozens of Pulitzer Prizes, and National Book Awards. Among the dozens of Random House, Inc. publishing divisions and imprints in the U.S. are the Bantam Dell Publishing Group, the Crown Publishing Group, the Doubleday Broadway Publishing Group, the Knopf Publishing Group, Fodor’s Travel Guides, Random House Children’s Books, the Random House Publishing Group, and the Random House Audio Publishing Group. Random House’s publishing companies in Canada, the United Kingdom, Germany, Spain, Latin America, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Japan, and Korea are publishing leaders in their territories. 
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